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HST in Reading Spring 2000 Released Items

PART1

DIRECTIONS

This test has two parts. You will have approximately 80 minutes to finish both parts. If necessary,
additional time will be provided. You may write some notes to yourself in your test booklet, but
any writing you want to be scored MUST go in the ANSWER BOOKLET.

Part I includes two types of multiple-choice questions: some that ask about each of the individual
reading selections and some that ask about two or more of the reading selections. Each multiple-
choice question is worth one point.

Begin Part I by reading the first selection. After you have finished reading, turn the page and begin
marking your answers in your ANSWER BOOKLET starting with number 1 in the area labeled
Reading: Part I. Mark only the BEST answer for each multiple-choice question. If you are not
sure of the answer to a question, make your BEST choice and go on to the next question. Use
only a No. 2 pencil to make a dark mark that fills the oval in your ANSWER BOOKLET. If you
change an answer, be sure to erase the first mark completely.

Make sure the number of each test question corresponds to the number of the answer you mark on
your ANSWER BOOKLET. If you skip a question, be sure to skip the number in your ANSWER
BOOKLET that corresponds to that question.

When you have finished answering the questions for the first selection, repeat this process for the
remaining reading selections.

Once you have finished Part I, you may continue on with Part II, the Response to the Reading
Selections. In Part II, you will be asked to write a one- to two-page response to a question about a
real-life scenario. You must include information and examples from each of the three reading
selections in your scenario response.

All three of the reading selections are related to the same focus, which is stated below. It is
important to keep the focus in mind as you are reading the selections and answering the test
questions.

FOCUS: “How responsible should people be for their own actions?”

If you do not understand any of these directions, please raise your hand.
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NOTE:

The MEAP office has requested but has
not yet recelved permission to post the
actual copyrighted reading selections on
the Internet. Selections will be added to
this document as permissions are
granted.

Please watch the MEAP Web site for
updates to this document.
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DIRECTIONS: For each question, choose the BEST answer. You may look back at “The Bell of Atri”
as often as necessary.

“The Bell of Atri”
Questions 1-7

1 At the beginning of this story, the length of the rope signifies that
A justice is available to all.
B the judges are willing to help.
C justice is sought in public.

D the bell is difficult to ring.

2 The king does NOT have the villagers come to him when they have been wronged because he
A wants the judges to help him decide about justice.
B refuses to deal with the villagers directly.
C avoids taking any responsibility himself.

D wants them to participate in the system of justice.

3 In “The Bell of Atri,” who is responsible for initiating justice?
A the nobility
B the community
C the individual

D the judges

4 What is the purpose of the rope?

A tosignal a village emergency

B to enable individuals to request justice
C to punish ill-doers
D

to assemble people for a meeting
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5 Because of the horse, the villagers gained an awareness that
A justice should be provided for all segments of society.
B animals are living creatures.
C criminals must be punished.

D all beings are responsible for themselves.

6 The author uses a different text structure in Section 7.

“All the people in Atri heard it. It seemed to say,

Someone has done me wrong!
Someone has done me wrong!
Oh! Come and judge my case!
Oh! Come and judge my case!
For I've been wronged!"

He does this to

A emphasize what the bell meant to the villagers.

B get the reader to rethink the meaning of the previous section.
C point out the uniqueness of the message.

D introduce a new idea into the story.

7 The purpose of the introduction to “The Bell of Atri” is to
A establish the theme.
B identify the setting.
C introduce the characters.

D define the word “justice.”
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not yet recelved permission to post the
actual copyrighted reading selections on
the Internet. Selections will be added to
this document as permissions are
granted.

Please watch the MEAP Web site for
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DIRECTIONS: For each question, choose the BEST answer. You may look back at “You’re a Big
Baby” as often as necessary.

“You’re a Big Baby”
Questions 8-12

8 The author suggests that the way television presents solutions to problems causes viewers to
A understand the problems of others.
B solve problems in their own lives.
C believe that complex problems are easily solved.
D

forget their most difficult problems for a while.

9 According to the author of this article, individuals should establish their own viewing habits
PRIMARILY to avoid

A boredom.
B commercials.
C politics.

D dependence.

10 According to the author, hours and hours of television viewing cause
A passivity.
B obesity.
C patience.

D responsible thinking.
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11 The author justifies watching some television by stating that

A commercials are vital to sustaining the economy.

B alittle escapism is acceptable once in a while.

C visual learning is the wave of the future.

D politicians can give quick solutions to problems.

12 In “You’re a Big Baby,” the author begins to take responsibility for his viewing
habits by

A canceling his cable service.
B taking the batteries out of his remote control.
C putting his television in the basement.

D selecting more intellectual programs.
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actual copyrighted reading selections on
the Internet. Selections will be added to
this document as permissions are
granted.

Please watch the MEAP Web site for
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DIRECTIONS: For each question, choose the BEST answer. You may look back at “The Silent
Couple” as often as necessary.

“The Silent Couple”
Questions 13-18

13 What is the MOST important lesson that is taught in “The Silent Couple™?
A Competitiveness ensures an improved relationship.
B Control is necessary for making good decisions.
C Anger produces uncontrollable emotions.

D Stubbornness can lead to irresponsible actions.

14 In “The Silent Couple,” the couple’s behavior causes them to
A forget their obligations.
B appreciate each other.
C seek counseling.

D be without friends.

15 What does the conversation between the husband and wife reveal about their relationship?
A Tt shows that they care deeply for each other.
B It shows that cooperation produces positive results.
C It shows that mutual respect influences their behavior.

D It shows that their competitiveness influences their behavior.
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16 How do the actions at the end of this story reveal an important difference between the husband
and wife?

A The husband lacks self-confidence.
B The wife lacks the stamina to fight.
C The husband is respectful of the law.

D The wife is protective of her spouse.

17 Which set of words BEST describes the similarities between the husband and wife?
A greedy, jealous, lazy
B selfish, disrespectful, rude
C sensitive, sympathetic, sincere
D

tolerant, curious, intelligent

18 What important role do the thieves play in this story?
A They symbolize external authority.

B They symbolize the difficulties people will endure to win.
C They symbolize the forces of reason.

D They symbolize the inner feelings of the couple.
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DIRECTIONS: For each question, choose the BEST answer. You may look back at all of the
selections as often as necessary.

Questions 19 to 28 ask about two or more of the selections.
19 In all three selections, lack of responsibility leads to
A increased interest and involvement.
B the death of someone.
C negative results.

D the loss of personal possessions.

20 Who assumes responsibility for personal actions?
A the wife in “The Silent Couple”
B the author of “You’re a Big Baby”
C the old knight in “The Bell of Atri”
D the husband in “The Silent Couple”

21 If the husband and wife from “The Silent Couple” were living in today’s society, what advice
would the author of “You’re a Big Baby” MOST LIKELY give to them?

A Seek advice from television talk shows.
B Adjust to overcome the problems in this world.
C Learn to forgive those who try to harm you.

D Exercise self-discipline in your actions.

22 How might the king in “The Bell of Atri” react to the idea that individuals should set their own
television-viewing standards?

A He would support the notion of personal standards.
B He would dictate what the standards should be.
C He would oppose the notion of personal standards.

D He would appoint someone to set the standards for everyone.
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23

24

25

26

What do the following reveal about human behavior?

* allowing the horse to starve

» allowing the house to be robbed

allowing oneself to become “addicted to television”

People who are silent may be thinking only of themselves.

When people are self-absorbed, they may act irresponsibly.

Negative actions may have positive consequences.

T a w »

When people are under pressure, they may become aggressive.

Who reflects on personal behavior?

A the old knight in “The Bell of Atri”
B the husband in “The Silent Couple™
C the author of “You’re a Big Baby”

D the wife in “The Silent Couple”

The lack of responsibility in “The Bell of Atri” and “The Silent Couple” leads to
A apositive outcome.

B total disaster.

C outside intervention.

D an extreme punishment.

Because of inaction, which characters are victimized?

A the judges in "The Bell of Atri"

B the author and other TV viewers in “You’re a Big Baby”
C the villagers in “The Bell of Atri”

D the newlyweds in “The Silent Couple”
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27 How would the husband and wife in “The Silent Couple” MOST LIKELY have reacted to the
villagers’ treatment of the horse in “The Bell of Atri”?

A They would have fed the horse themselves.
B They would have ignored the actions of the villagers.
C They would have reported the inhumane treatment to the king.

D They would have confronted the old knight.

28 How are the couch potato mentioned in “You’re a Big Baby” and the husband and wife in “The
Silent Couple” alike?

A They fulfill the needs of others.
B They ignore what is going on around them.
C They are decisive about their future goals.

D They show involvement with something other than themselves.
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PART II

Response to the Reading Selections

DIRECTIONS

Write a one- to two-page response to the SCENARIO QUESTION that is stated in the box below. Your
own ideas and experiences may be used in your response, but you MUST reference
information and/or examples from ALL THREE of the reading selections to be
considered for full credit (4 points). You may go back and reread or skim the selections at any
time.

29 (4 points)

Scenario

There seems to be an increase of violence in schools today. As a result, some
schools have taken such actions as installing metal detectors, hiring security guards,
requiring that name badges be worn, and locking the school doors at a designated
time.

Scenario Question

Whose responsibility is it to provide a safe environment in schools so that all are
secure? Why?

You have received a sheet called the Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Reading. Please
review the Scorepoint description for a 4, as this is what is needed for a response to earn all four
points possible.

You may use the following pages to plan your response, but your final response MUST be written in
your ANSWER BOOKLET.
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Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Reading

Part II: Scoring Guide for the Response to the Reading Selections
Readers use these rubrics (holistic scorepoint descriptions) as guides when they score your writing.

Scorepoint

4  The student

» states a clear position in response to the scenario question;

+ demonstrates a clear and insightful application of common ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations that
connect the reading selections in support of the position;

» provides at least one referenced example from within each reading selection that convincingly illustrates one
or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position taken. The examples must
also directly connect the big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations across at least two of the reading
selections; and

» relates referenced examples without misconceptions.

3 The student

« states a clear position in response to the scenario question;

¢ demonstrates an application of common ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations that connect the reading
selections in support of the position;

» provides at least one referenced example from within at least two reading selections that convincingly
illustrates one or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position taken. The
examples must also connect the big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations across at least two of the
reading selections; and

* may relate referenced examples with minor misconceptions.

2 The student

* responds to the scenario question but may not state a clear position;

« demonstrates limited or vague connections among the common ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations that
connect the reading selection(s) and scenario in support of the position;

e provides at least one referenced example from within at least one reading selection that clearly illustrates
one or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position taken but does not make
a connection across reading selections;

OR

provides at least one limited but relevant example from within one or more of the reading selections and
makes a vague and/or ambiguous connection across at least two reading selections; and

¢ may relate referenced examples with major misconceptions.

1  The student

* responds to the scenario question but may not state a clear position;

* demonstrates a very superficial understanding of the relationships between or among the common ideas, key
concepts, and/or generalizations that connect the reading selections in support of the position;

» provides at least one referenced example from within at least one reading selection that superficially
illustrates one or more big ideas, key concepts, and/or generalizations used to support the position taken but does
not make connections across the reading selections;

OR
provides insignificant, superficial, or irrelevant examples from within one or more of the reading selections
and makes vague and ambiguous connections across at least two reading selections; and

< relates referenced examples with major misconceptions.

Condition codes for unratable papers

A No reference to the scenario/answered focus

B Off topic

C Illegible/written in a language other than English

D Blank/refused to respond

E Off task (no reference to any of the reading selections)
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Score Point: Condition Code A — No reference to the scenario/answer ed focus

The writer summarizes the reading selections and discusses the theme of responsibility asit
applies to each selection, but does not address the scenario question.
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29b  Student Response 2
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Score Point: Condition Code A — No reference to the scenario/answer ed focus

Although the writer uses an example of classroom behavior, there is no mention of school safety
or school violence. It isevident that the writer is only using the selections to answer the focus
question.
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29c  Student Response 3
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Score Point: Condition Code E — Off Task (no referenceto any of the reading selections)

In this long response, the writer responds to the scenario but does NOT reference any of the
reading selections. The responseisentirely prior knowledge and personal opinion.
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Score Point: 1

The writer responds to the scenario question by listing all of the people responsible for a safe
school, but the majority of the support for thiswriter’s position is prior knowledge. In the last
page, a superficial referenceis madeto “You're aBig Baby.” Thisreference does not provide
support, but it is an attempt to connect the selection to the scenario question.
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Score Point: 1

Thiswriter refersto all three of the reading selections, but is unable to make clear or relevant
connections between the selections and the scenario question. The majority of the response
consists of random facts or misconceptions drawn from the reading selection.
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ScorePoint: 1

The writer demonstrates a very superficial understanding of the reading selections and their
connection to the scenario. The references to the selections are primarily taken out of context in
an effort to support the writer’s position. This manipulation of the reading selections
demonstrates the writer’ s inability to make relevant connections between the selections and
scenario, or to recognize the common themes across the readings.
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299  Student Response 7
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Score Point: 1

In this response the writer refers to two of the reading selections. Although the references are
relevant, they are too vague and superficial to effectively support the position. More detailed
references and clearer connections to the scenario are necessary for a higher score.
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29h  Student Response 8
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Score Point: 2

This response draws support from only one reading selection, “ The Bell of Atri.” Thefirst
paragraph and final sentence provide aweak connection between the selection and the scenario
question. Although references to the selection are relevant, the mgjority of the responseis
digression into prior knowledge.
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29i Student Response 9
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Score Point: 2

This writer makes limited connections between the reading selections and the scenario question.
Support remains ineffective due to major misconceptions (the writer implies that the Silent
Couple are unaware of what’ s going on around them), and irrelevant referencesto “You're aBig
Baby,” and avague but relevant connection to “ The Bell of Atri.”
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Score Point: 2

The writer responds to the scenario question, taking the position that students are irresponsible
and, therefore, the “schools should be in charge of defending the environment.” Although the
writer refersto all three selections, much of the response is devoted to retelling, and connections
between selections and the scenario are limited.
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Score Point: 2

In this high 2 response, the writer takes the position that school safety “rests [totally] on the
students.” Thistheme of individua responsibility is developed by citing examples across all

three of the reading selections; however, references are limited and not sufficiently developed to
effectively support this position.
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Score Point: 3

The writer states a clear position (*It'san individual’ s responsibility”) and supports it with
referenced examples from each selection. The writer also recognizes a common idea (the failure
to take responsibility) connecting the reading selections. References to the selections and
connections to the scenario, however, tend to be general or vague, making support less effective.
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Score Point: 3

In this response, the writer takes the position that students must be “responsible for themselves
and sometimes others.” By contrasting responsible and irresponsible behavior in the three
reading selections, the writer demonstrates an understanding of this common idea across the
reading selections. In the final paragraph, the writer connects the selections and the theme of
responsibility back to the scenario. These connections are very brief.
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29n  Student Response 14
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Score Point: 3

Thiswriter effectively supports the position that “everyone is responsible for their own actions’
and must “learn to compromise” with specific examples within each reading selection. The
theme of responsibility for one’s own actionsimplicitly connects“Y ou're a Big Baby” and “The
Silent Couple.” However, the writer does not offer a very specific reference from “ The Bell of
Atri,” which weakens its connection to the scenario.
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290  Student Response 15
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Score Point: 3

The writer successfully supports his stated position (It is everyone' s responsibility”) with
specific references to two reading selections and clear connections to the scenario. Thefinal
paragraph demonstrates a clear connection to the scenario question and across two of the readings
(“Bell of Atri” and “The Silent Coupl€”). Only brief reference and weak connection is made to
“You'reaBig Baby.”
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29p  Student Response 16
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the theme of equal justice and accepting the consequences of one’s own actions are
developed as they relate to school violence and the selections. The referenceto “The Bell of Atri”

devel ops a thoughtful connection between equal justice in that selection and how this concept should be
applied to schools. Theimplicit theme of accepting the consequences of one' s own actionsis shown in
both “You're a Big Baby” and “The Silent Couple” and is connected back to the scenario. Finally, the
writer explicitly connects the idea of individual responsibility to both Mike and the King of Atri.
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299 Student Response 17
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the writer takes the position that parents and children are both responsible for a
safe school. Through comparison and contrast, the writer explicitly presents a thoughtful
application of the common ideas (taking responsibility for actions and shared responsibility) that
connect al three reading selections. Although the final paragraph is wordy, it demonstrates that
this writer understands these common themes and their relationship to the scenario.
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Score Point: 4

In this response, the writer takes the position that students are “accountable” for their actions.
This position is thoughtfully and clearly supported with referenced examples from within all
three of the reading selections. The theme of personal choice and one' s obligations to othersis
developed across all of the readings. The final paragraph explicitly connects these themes and
their relationship to the scenario.
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Score Point: 4

The writer takes the position that school safety “can be attained only if each individual takes this
problem to a personal level and does his'her part to correct it.” The writer then supports this
position with relevant referenced examples from within each of the readings. A clear, thoughtful
understanding of the themes of personal responsibility and accountability for one’s actions
connect al of the readings. The contrast between real and ideal societiesisalso insightful. The
responseis clear, thoughtful, and demonstrates a synthesis of relevant knowledge.
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Score Point: 4
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Score Point: 4
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29v  Student Response 22
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29w  Student Response 23
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Score Point: 4
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29x  Student Response 24
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29y  Student Response 25
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program District: PUBLIC SCHOOL
Statewide Test Item Analysis
HST in Reading

Spring 2000

Multiple Choice

Run Date: 09/06/2000

Constructed Response
Percent Receiving

Percent Answering by Response Percent Receiving Number of Points Condition Codes

Item Objective Omit/ | Item  Objective

No. Code A B C D Mult No. Code 0.0 05 1.0 1.5 20 2.5 3.0 35 40 A B ¢ D E
Within the Reading Selections Response to the Reading Selections

0l TEXT1 96% 1 2 2 ox | 29 OE 0 0 8 14 37 15 8 2 1 1 0 0 1 14

02 TEXT1 22 3 7 69% ox

03 TEXT1 2 8 G6% 44 ox

04 TEXT1 5 88x% 6 2 ox

05  TEXT1l 81x 9 3 8 ox

06 TEXT1 7Gx 5 19 2 ox

07 TEXT1 G6% 16 1 37 ox

08  TEXT2 4 6 68x 21 ox

09  TEXT2 22 11 2 64% ox

10 TEXT2 79% 16 2 2 ox

11 TEXT2 9 76x% 12 3 ox

12 TEXT2 79% 2 2 17 ox

13 TEXT3 2 G 4 89% ox

1¢  TEXT3 86% 12 1 1 ox

15  TEXT3 2 3 8 87x% ox

16 TEXT3 3 2 1 9Gx ox Y

17 TEXT3 25 68% 4 3 oxt Condition Codes for the Constructed Response Items:

18 TEXT3 4 72%x 18 6 oxt A No reference to the scenario/answered focus

. . B Off topic

Across the Reading Selections C  lllegible/written in a language other than English

19 CTI 8 1 75% 16 ox D Blank/refused to respond

20 CTI 7 78% 12 2 ox E Off task (no reference to any of the reading selections)

21 CTI 8 17 3 72x% ox

22 CTI 5G% 8 6 31 1

22 g;i '; 8;* 8:* g :: The HST in Reading is based upon the Michigan Essential Goals and Objectives for

Reading Education (1986).

25 CTI 14 10 58x% 17 ox <

26 CTI 3 13 4 80% ox

27 CTI 4 85x 4 7 ox

28 c1l 2 90x 3 5 ox CTI = Cross-Text Item

OE = Open-Ended Item
Number Tested: 78512

Within the Reading Selections ltems:
Students provide evidence of their understanding of the key issues and ideas
contained within each of the three reading selections.

Across the Reading Selections Items:
Students provide evidence of their understanding of the key issues, ideas, and
critical points across two or more of the reading selections.

Response to the Reading Selections:

Students read a short real life situation or scenario related to the key ideas
contained in the reading selections. Students must then take a perspective on
the issue presented in the scenario and write a response using evidence from all
of the reading selections to support their viewpoint.

Omit/Mult = Omits and Multiple Responses
X Number of students present rounds to zero
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